
 

7 June 2016 
 
Caroline Downer 
Executive Director 
Arts North West 
PO Box 801 
GLEN INNES NSW 2370 
 
 
Dear Caroline Downer, 
 
I refer to your letter of June 2016, also signed by Arts North West Chair Anna Watt. 
On behalf of the Australian Greens, may I take this opportunity to thank and acknowledge 
Arts North West for the essential role your organisation plays in shaping and sustaining 
cultural and artistic pursuits across the regional towns and cities of New England. 
I am grateful for this opportunity to present the Australian Greens arts and cultural platform as 
voters consider their choices for the federal election. 
 
If I may answer your final question first, below is the Greens platform to support Regional Arts 
Development in New England: 
·      A $6 million national investment to restore regional arts funding, in real dollars, to its 
2004 peak. 
·      A further $4 million investment so that regional and remote local governments can 
establish ongoing employment positions whose job will be dedicated to artistic cultural 
development (i.e. cultural development officers). 
·      Simplify grant allocation, distribution and accounting systems so that regional artists can 
spend more time devoted to their projects. 
·      Restore face-to-face teaching for Fine Arts courses at our New England TAFE campuses 
where arts facilities exist. 
·      Maintain public assets in public hands, so that access to exhibition and studio space is at 
least maintained or expanded. For example, heritage buildings such as Deepwater and Glen 
Innes railway stations can be made available for arts-based projects by restoring public 
ownership and leasing arrangements with the regional arts funds available under the Greens 
strategy. 
·      Maintain and expand opportunities to honour and promote Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander cultures through regional arts development funds. 
Further details of the Greens strategy is available online at: 
http://greens.org.au/fostering-regional-arts 
  
May I also please offer the following reflections concerning your first two questions: 
 
1. The value of arts and cultural activity in New England 
Both professional and community-based arts each play an important and exciting part in the 
life of our nation. Creative, visual, and performing arts all underpin key values for community 
resilience, cohesion and quality of life in regional and rural Australia, especially in the New 
England. 
  
Rural communities that develop and maintain a lively schedule of arts and cultural activities 
enjoy many benefits including: 
·      a stronger sense of community 'belonging'. 

http://greens.org.au/fostering-regional-arts


 

·      improved local amenities as entertainment and exhibition spaces are maintained and 
upgraded. 
·      more opportunities to develop skills in practical, creative, technical and commercial fields 
of endeavour. 
·      more diverse career and employment opportunities in both local and other settings. 
·      increased social interaction, social cohesion and reduced isolation. 
·      enhanced tourism potential, enriched local history and folklore. 
·      greater recognition and respect for the value of local Aboriginal arts, culture & heritage. 
But it is important also to note that arts and cultural pursuits have a value that goes beyond 
the purely instrumental. Arts are truly fundamental to human wellbeing and should be valued 
as integral to the cultural heritage of Australia and as a part of our shared humanity. 
  
For this reason, residents of New England deserve equal and adequate levels of access, 
opportunity and support for arts and cultural activities as that enjoyed by people who live in 
urban areas. 
  
This is why Greens believe it is a wise and appropriate choice for government to take an 
active role in developing secure, sustainable platforms for rural communities to create, 
participate and enjoy the benefits of arts and cultural activity. 
  
2. Key issues facing artists and arts organisations in the region 
·      Physical access to performance and exhibition spaces, opportunities to mingle with 
supporters and critics, to engage directly with audiences and agents. 
·      Compared with urban centres, greater practical and logistical difficulties in offering 
opportunities to promote visiting artist programs, skills development courses and workshops. 
·      Recent efforts by individual politicians or government officials suggesting that 
artists' freedom of expression might be restrained or curtailed on political grounds, especially 
if part of their funding happens to come from the government of the day. 
·      Closure of TAFE New England fine arts courses and facilities. 
·      Private management of potential creative and studio spaces such as heritage buildings, 
Deepwater & Glen Innes railway stations.  
The Greens stand ready to assist regional communities to develop their life in the arts, and 
support from the voting public will assist in this endeavour. 
  
Interested artists, associates, and patrons of Arts North West will all have an opportunity on 
July 2 to indicate, with their vote in both the Lower House and the Senate, their preferred 
approach to regional arts development in New England. 
  
I hope you find this information helpful. 
  
With thanks for your consideration. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
MERCURIUS GOLDSTEIN 
New England Greens candidate 
 
0434 919 606 | FB: fb.me//Greens15NorthernTablelands | TW: @greengoldstein 
nsw.greens.org.au/new-england 
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