
We are gearing up for an action-packed weekend at the state 
regional arts conference which is being held in Tamworth in 
November.  Registrations are open now, and I encourage you 
all to book in - it will be a fabulous couple of days of high level 
discussion wrapped up in arts and culture.  Our entire region is 
represented in both the Speakers and the Arts Program and we 
are delivering a number of projects as part of this event.

The last couple of months have been busy, as usual.  We have 
been out and about across the region, delivering projects, 
meeting with our wonderful artists and arts organisations, and 
supporting creativity in the New England North West.

We held our Board meeting and AGM in Glen Innes on 10 May where we welcomed Lauren Mackley to the Board.  Lauren is the 
Cultural Precinct Team Leader at Gunnedah Shire Council and we are looking forward to working with her to generate creative 
opportunities in the New England North West.

Caroline Downer
Executive Director
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Arts North West is assisted by the NSW Government through Create NSW and the partnership of twelve local government authorities 
in the New England North West.

Arts North West acknowledges Aboriginal people as the traditional custodians of the lands we work on; we recognise the strength, 
resilience and capacity of Aboriginal people and respect the Aboriginal Elders past and present.

ARTSTATE TAMWORTH
JOIN THE CONVERSATION AND CELEBRATE THE ARTS IN REGIONAL NSW

The state regional arts conference Artstate 
will be held in Tamworth 31 October to 3 
November. Both the conference and the arts 
program have been launched - check out www.
artstate.com.au for all the details.

Artstate is a fantastic opportunity to showcase 
our region to the rest of the state. We have 
been working on a number of projects that 
showcase our creative diversity:

Art Word Place - An exhibition 
exploring the interaction between 
writers and artists from our region
1. “Ngami-li” - Come and 

see (ngami-li) the stories 
of Elders, Aboriginal artists 
and community of the New 
England North West.

2. Connections Creativity 
Communities - Explore, 
discover and experience the 
arts and cultural gems of the 
Arts North West region.

3. Miyay Miyay - A work in 
progress presentation of 
the creative collaboration of 
the Kamilaroi Seven Sisters 
Songline 

4. Putting the Pieces Together 
- ANW arts and disability 
project

5. Authors’ Café (Speakers Program). 
Come and meet our local authors 
in an intimate café setting.  Chat 
about where they get their ideas 
and inspiration and find out what 
it takes to be a published author 
living in regional NSW.  

6. Engage, a NENW Museum 
Network event on Thurs 31 
October (pre-artstate event). Arts 
North West, in partnership with 
Tamworth Regional Gallery and 
the Museum of Applied Arts and 
Sciences, presents a workshop 
for the volunteer museum sector. 
Cate Purcell, Volunteer Program 
Manager, Museum of Applied Arts 
and Sciences will be presenting 
on the role of volunteers in the 
museum, and some strategies to 
help engage your audiences.



The focus has been on our Yesterday.
Today Tomorrow project which 
documents stories from key sites in 
the North West of NSW. Six emerging 
Kamilaroi artists are being mentored 
to develop works inspired by Country, 
culminating in public exhibitions across 
the region in 2021. Filming has been 
completed in Ashford and Manilla in 
May with Moree booked in for August.

Our Aboriginal Arts Officer also 
delivered our first online grant-writing 
workshop for Aboriginal artists across 
our whole region.

ARTS NW ON TOUR
PERFORMING ARTS NETWORK

Productions around the 
region included:

Melbourne International Comedy 
Festival toured to Tenterfield, Glen 
Innes, Armidale, Gunnedah, Quirindi, 
Inverell and Tamworth in June.

Kaput by Critical Stages played at 
Quirindi and Warialda in June.

ABORIGINAL CULTURAL 
SUPPORT PROGRAM
SUPPORT, ADVICE AND ASSISTANCE FOR 
ABORIGINAL ARTISTS AND COMMUNITIES

To celebrate our new office in the 
park, Arts North West is organising a 
special community family fun day on 
Sunday 1 September in King Edward 
Park, Glen Innes. Lift Off! The Festival 
of Wind is funded by the White Rock 
Wind Farm. The focus is on community 
participation for all – with creativity at 
the fore. Local artists will run a number 
of wind-related arts activities – kite 
making, pinwheels, paper planes, eco 
dreamcatcher, clay birds, windsocks. 
Live music will also be a feature with a 
series of performances by local choirs, 
wind and brass players. 

The day will culminate in a performance 
by carrot player extraordinaire Linsey 
Pollak.

Art Connections is a large-scale arts trail 
experience in the New England North 
West launching in November 2019 to 
coincide with Artstate Tamworth. It will 
assist visitors in exploring artist studios, 
galleries, museums and other cultural 
venues and experiences of the New 
England North West.. 

There will be at least 50 venues taking 
part in the North West Arts Trail and 
Open Weekend. We hope that this 
project will cement Arts North West 
Connect as a permanent fixture driving 
cultural tourism to the New England 
North West. 

ART AND ABOUT
CONVERSATIONS, NEWS, NETWORKING, SKILLS

A new initiative this year was ART AND ABOUT 
which rolled out to venues in June and July – 
Gunnedah, Tamworth, Walcha, Tenterfield, 
Uralla, Glen Innes, Armidale, Inverell and 
Bingara.  These were one-on-one sessions 
with artists and arts organisations to discuss 
ideas and offer advice on a range of topics 
including project management, planning, 
budget, insurance, promotion and marketing, 
funding sources and opportunities, as well 
as feedback on Country Art Support Program 
applications.

Caroline has been working with Make it Tenterfield on its business structure and 
attended the wonderful opening in June. Caroline also met with a number of 
stakeholders in Narrabri with a two-day series of meetings in May.  She also provided 
advice and information to the Consultants who were engaged for the Liverpool Shire 
Council Arts and Cultural Plan, and for the Inverell Shire Council Arts and Cultural Plan.

Michael Burge, our ANW on tour Coordinator also ran a Social Media Savvy workshop 
for members of ANW Connect in Bingara in July.

ANW CONNECT
ART TRAILS AND CULTURAL TOURISM FOR OUR 
ENTIRE  REGION

UPCOMING EVENT!
BUILDING [WINDY] CREATIVE EXPERIENCES FOR 
OUR COMMUNITY


