
It has been a couple of months with a myriad of quite different activities  - from 
rolling out professional development workshops, working with a number of 
high schools on zine-making, to creating short videos with museum volunteers.  
As always, it is wonderful to be able to spend time in different places, to 
discover new ideas and new projects that will make our communities come 
alive with the arts!  We continue to get out and about and look forward to 
seeing you when we next visit your community.

A reminder that it is also our AGM on Friday 11 May at 4pm in Glen Innes. 
Following a comprehensive review, Arts North West is updating its Governance 
structure and moving to a skill-based board.  Arts North West will adopt a two 
tier model, a Board of Management of 7-9 members, with a Strategic Advisory 
Council comprising a delegate of each contributing Local Government Authority 
as well as independent community arts organisations.
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Arts North West is assisted by the NSW Government through Create NSW and the partnership of eleven local government authorities 
in the New England North West.

Arts North West acknowledges Aboriginal people as the traditional custodians of the lands we work on; we recognise the strength, 
resilience and capacity of Aboriginal people and respect the Aboriginal Elders past and present.

A series of very successful Grant 
writing workshops were held in 
Glen Innes, Armidale and Tamworth 
in March.  It was fascinating to 
discover the ideas and projects that 
people in our community are keen 
to get off the ground.

ARTS GRANT WRITING BASICS
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS

MUSEUMS NE/NW
NETWORKING FOR OUR REGION

Caroline presented a workshop 
to the Museums Australia 
NENW Chapter “Promotion 
on a Shoestring” at Saumarez 
Homestead Armidale in February.  

The Museums NENW network 
is now being managed through 
ANW, with a series of professional 
development workshops and 
seminars being planned for the year.

Arts North West has begun its 
special therapeutic art-making 
sessions at Ben Lomond.  Our first 
session in April used pom-poms as 
inspiration for wall hangings.

Community Creativitea: Chat 
Connect Create was made possible 
through funding received by the 
Foundation for Rural and Regional 
Renewal. 

CHAT CONNECT CREATE
POM POMS AT BEN LOMOND



ARTS NW ON TOUR
PERFORMING ARTS NETWORK

A busy start to the year.  Our touring coordinator checked out the Roadcase 
ArTour which showcases touring productions for the regions and the network 
held a meeting in Armidale in March.  London Klezmer Quartet had rave 
reviews touring to Armidale, Glen Innes, Gunnedah, Barraba, Bendemeer, 
Tamworth, Tenterfield, Quirindi.  WIlliam Yang also toured to six venues 
Nundle, Gunnedah, Barraba, Tenterfield, Glen Innes, Armidale and invoved 
school students at Glen Innes High, The Armidale School and Barraba Central. 

Pocket Productions held its special tour for 2018 with the Bloodwood Quartet 
for 2018 Pocket Productions touring in April to Barraba, Breeza, Walcha, 
Deepwater and Wallabadah.

STUFF OF TALES
STORIES OF MUSEUMS IN THE NE/NW

We have run a number of workshops in the first quarter of 
the year.  A volunteer workshop “Illuminating our Hidden 
Treasures” was rolled out to Werris Creek and Tamworth in 
March, as well as a series of youth zine-making workshops 
at Quirindi High, Tamworth High, Glen Innes High and PLC 
Armidale.   

The videos that were created at the volunteer workshops can 
be viewed on the ANW website 
http://www.artsnw.com.au/stuff-of-tales/

ABORIGINAL CULTURAL 
SUPPORT PROGRAM
SUPPORT, ADVICE AND ASSISTANCE FOR 
ABORIGINAL ARTISTS AND COMMUNITIES

This quarter has focused on 
planning for key projects from 
Making Old Marking New Exhibition 
opening 7 June in Armidale, and 
Our Plains Our Hills Our Home, a 
exhibition of Kamilaroi artists at 
Yaama Ganu in Moree, opening in 
June.   

We are also in the final stages of 
planning for filming in the region for 
the River to Ridges project.

OUT AND ABOUT
CONVERSATIONS, NEWS AND NETWORKING

A presentation was made to Inverell Shire Council by 
ANW Vice-Chair Sandy McNaughton on 28 February 
with Chair Anna Watt, Secretary Chris Newbigin, ED 
Caroline Downer and Elizabeth Rogers, CEO RANSW also 
in attendance.  We are delighted that Inverell Shire has 
agreed to rejoin the network for the 2018/2019 financial 
year. 

The Executive Director has continued to provide assistance to a number of 
individuals across the region on a range of issues including information on 
funding opportunities and letters of support.  

Caroline gave a presentation to Armidale Regional Council in February.  
Caroline is also on the Armidale Arts Culture and Heritage Advisory Committee 
for ARC, and has been part of the working group for the Guyra Main Street 
upgrade.  She also met with the consultant who is advising the Department 
of Education on the new Performing Arts Centre as part of the Future School 
project in Armidale.  

Caroline also attended the Cultural Infrastructure Program Management 
Office workshop in Armidale which is informing the State Plan for Cultural 
Infrastructure and has been in discussion with a number of LGAs and cultural 
institutions.


