
It has been a busy end to 2017, and we have lots of projects and events planned for 
2018.  Arts North West continues to offer a broad range of services  - from our key 
programs - Aboriginal Cultural Support, Country Art Escapes and Arts North West on 
tour - to professional development workshops, advice and support to artists and arts 
organisations in our region.  We are looking forward to working with you all on a fresh 
series of projects, ideas, and activities that keep our wonderful New England North 
West communities vibrant and creative!

Caroline Downer 
Executive Director
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WELCOME
BUSY CREATIVE 2017 WITH MORE TO COME IN 2018!
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Arts North West is assisted by the NSW Government through Create NSW and the partnership of eleven local 
government authorities in the New England North West.

Arts North West acknowledges Aboriginal people as the traditional custodians of the lands we work on; we 
recognise the strength, resilience and capacity of Aboriginal people and respect the Aboriginal Elders past 
and present.

Our round of professional 
development workshops finished 
in Quirindi on 22 November.  This 
focused on grant writing tips, and 
had much positive feedback.  

Due to popular demand, ANW will 
be running these out in Glen Innes, 
Armidale and Tamworth 13-15 
March.  Book online at trybooking.
com/tssg

ARTS GRANT WRITING BASICS
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS

SUCCESSFUL APPLICATIONS
COUNTRY ARTS SUPPORT PROGRAM for 2018

Successful applications for Country 
Arts Support Program for 2018 were 
finally announced at the end of 
December.  A nice mix of visual art, 
sculpture and music!

• Armidale Regional Council - 
Enliven: the beginning of a street art 
explosion
• Barraba Potters and Craft Guild 
Inc - Marsupials and Birds Sculpture 
Techniques.
• Arts Gunnedah Inc - Arts 
Gunnedah Visual Arts Workshops
• Walcha Tourism C/-Walcha 
Council - Walcha Sculpture 
Symposium
• Christine Davis - Cool Choir for 
Deepwater
• Armidale Youth Orchestra - An 
Orchestral Celebration

COUNTRY ART ESCAPES
CULTURAL TOURISM FOR OUR REGION

Steph McIntosh, our 
Communications Officer has taken 
over the reins of 
Country Art Escapes 
and has already been 
overseeing its exciting 
rebrand and refresh 
which will be unveiled 
very soon.

The rebrand will happen in time 
for two art trail open days that are 
scheduled for Tenterfield and Glen 
Innes in July, Armidale and Uralla in 
October.



Our special film project River to Ridges finished up its first year on a high.  The time spent 
in Gunnedah, Narrabri and Wee Waa would be described as a cultural explosion with visits 
and talks to prominent Aboriginal places that are special to the history of our region and our 
people. Uncle Greg Griffiths especially gave us a lot of his time to show us what makes our 
region special and to share the stories that make us who we are.  In Moree, young Jade Porter, 
a talented dancer, was the lead artist. Jade facilitated discussions with four Elders around what 
makes our region unique and how it connects to our identity. During the evening Jade and his 
mate treated us to a traditional dance that represented ceremony and will form a feature in 
the documentary.

Our Aboriginal Arts Officer, Lorrayne Riggs also ran a professional development workshop 
for Aboriginal artists on social media in Moree in November, as well as a Community 
Consultation.  She also chaired a panel of Aboriginal Creative Collaborations in the North West 
which highlighted some of the key connections and projects that occur in our region.

ARTSTATE
REGIONAL ARTS IN NSW

ARTS NW ON TOUR
PERFORMING ARTS NETWORK

ABORIGINAL CULTURAL SUPPORT PROGRAM
SUPPORT, ADVICE AND ASSISTANCE FOR ABORIGINAL ARTISTS AND COMMUNITIES

Artstate, the conference for regional 
arts in NSW, was held for the first 
time in Dubbo in late November.  
This was a highly successful 
conference, with themes of creative 
practice and creative partnerships. 

Keynotes focused on creative 
practice straddling different cultural 
traditions as well as some of the
challenges and opportunities for 
individual practitioners in regional 
NSW. The second day examined
different festivals – international 
and regional  - and the importance 
of connections, networking and
partnerships in developing a strong 
and sustainable program. 

Arts North West will be working 
with the Ben Lomond community 
this year and have been busy 
brainstorming and organising 
a series of creative workshops 
focused on the night sky! This 
project, Creativitea will provide a 
catalyst for community member to 
meet on a regular basis and engage 
in the therapeutic benefits of art-
making.

Community Creativitea: Chat 
Connect Create was made possible 
through funding received by the 
Foundation for Rural and Regional 
Renewal.

OUT AND ABOUT
CONVERSATIONS AND NETWORKING

The Executive Director has 
continued to provide assistance to 
a number of individuals across the 
region on a range of issues. She 
judged the inaugural Moree Portrait 
Prize in December.

The ANW Board meeting was held in 
Armidale in November.

Caroline has also given presentations 
about Arts North West programs 
and activities to Narrabri Shire, 
Liverpool Plains Shire, and Walcha 
Councils as well as Tamworth 
Regional Council Arts and Cultural 
Committee in November and 
December.

There are some wonderful shows heading out across the region (Quirindi, 
Armidale, Tamworth, Barraba, Bingara, Glen Innes, Gunnedah, Narrabri, 
Tenterfield) courtesy of Arts North West on Tour including Melbourne City 
Ballet’s Carmen; William Yang: The Story Only I Can Tell ; Dustier Than Ever, 
Slim Dusty Tribute Show, Ickypedia; London Klezmer Quartet; Melbourne 
International Comedy Festival Roadshow 2018 tour; and Big Bad Wolf.

ANW was successful with a grant application in partnership with Critical 
Stages to subsidise the show, Kaput, to tour our region.  Keep an eye out for 
it later in 2018.   And finally for our small network Pocket Productions, the 
Bloodwood Quartet is heading to Barraba, Emerald Hill, Deepwater and 
Wallabadah (with more venues to come) in April.  What a great year!

CHAT CONNECT CREATE
COMMUNITY ARTS AT BEN LOMOND


