
A quarter full of diversity - from professional development workshops on grant 
writing, Council presentations, to workshops in schools, Arts North West has been 
travelling around our region meeting lots of people, and providing arts advice 
and support.  We are developing partnerships and networks - writers in museums, 
linking an integrated dance company to our region, connecting new migrants and 
refugees.  The Arts certainly provide a wonderful opportunity to build an inclusive, 
creative and resilient community.

Caroline Downer 
Executive Director
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Arts North West is assisted by the NSW Government through Create NSW and the partnership of 
eleven local government authorities in the New England North West.

Arts North West acknowledges Aboriginal people as the traditional custodians of the lands we work 
on; we recognise the strength, resilience and capacity of Aboriginal people and respect the Aboriginal 
Elders past and present.

In October, Arts North West delivered another set of professional development 
workshops to Tenterfield, and Gunnedah.  This workshop offers handy tips and 
techniques to any individual or community organisation applying for arts grants.
Participants learnt how to decode the application questions, summarised their project, 
prepared a justification and conquered the budget.  We are looking forward to heading 
out to Quirindi on 22 November.  Book online www.trybooking.com/RKKT

ARTS GRANT WRITING BASICS
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS

OUT AND ABOUT
CONVERSATIONS AND NETWORKING

The Executive Director has continued to provide assistance to a number of 
individuals across the region on a range of issues.  ANW was represented at 
the opening of the new Gawura Gallery in Glen Innes, and at Oorala Centre 
UNE Armidale 30th Birthday Exhibition opening.

The ANW Board meeting was held in Tamworth in September and included 
a Board Governance workshop presented by David Sharpe.  This workshop 
provided support for ANW’s move to a skill-based Board in May 2018.

Caroline has also given presentations about Arts North West programs and 
activities to Glen Innes Severn Shire, Gunnedah Shire, Gwydir Shire, Moree 
Plains Shire, Tenterfield Shire, and Uralla Shire Councils in October.

The ED provided feedback at the NSW Creative Ageing Strategy 
consultation held in Tamworth, and has met with the Hon Sarah Mitchell, 
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs.  Further afield Caroline has been developing 
a partnership with Cementa (contemporary arts festival in Kandos) to present 
an arts event in Bingara next year, and has been in discussions with the 
Australian Museum to develop strategies for their regional engagement.

Anna Watt, Chair ANW with Lloyd Hornsby. Gawura Gallery 
Glen Innes.



COUNTRY ART ESCAPES
CULTURAL TOURISM FOR OUR REGION

Our CAE quarterly news went out to 
subscribers.  CAE is 
currently working on 
an open studio day/
weekend arts trail for 
2018 which will be a 
series of hubs across 
the region.

More information at:
www.countryartescapes.com.au

Arts North West ON 
TOUR held its regional 
network meeting at 
the Crossing Theatre 
in Narrabri to discuss funding 
opportunities, confirm selected 
shows for 2017-2019 and develop 
grant application for subsidy for a 
show to tour our region.

ARTS NW ON TOUR
PERFORMING ARTS NETWORK

PROJECTS AROUND THE REGION
BUILDING NETWORKS

The Stuff of Tales project links New England Writers Centre, the Museums 
Australia NW Chapter and Bauer Media to promote small museums in the New 
England North West.  Workshops with a writer-in-residence has now been run in 
this quarter at the Roxy Museum, Bingara with Bronwyn Parry and The History 
House in Glen Innes with Beattie Alvarez.

Table Talk was a hugely successful series of pottery workshops for refugees and 
new migrants in Armidale and Tamworth.  Led by Nicci Parry-Jones this project 
combined conversational English, making pottery bowls and cross cultural 
collaboration. (Funded by Multicultural NSW)

ABORIGINAL CULTURAL SUPPORT PROGRAM
SUPPORT, ADVICE AND ASSISTANCE FOR ABORIGINAL ARTISTS AND COMMUNITIES

The objective of Good Weed Bad Weed was to 
educate the local Aboriginal community regarding 
sustainable cultural use of native plants, thereby 
assisting traditional practices to continue. 

Through this project we engaged videographer 
Brendan Blacklock to film a ‘how to’ weaving video 
with local Elder Dolly Jerome. This video is now 
available on Facebook, Vimeo and our website. 
This project was funded by the Environmental Trust 
to Tamworth LALC in partnership with Arts NW and 
project managed by our AAO 2 Rivers.

FINISHING OFF!
SCHOOL-BASED ARTS EXPERIENCES

Our special project commemorating 
the Charge of Beersheba has come 
to an end.  CHARGED!  travelled to 
Fairfax Public School, Maules Creek 
and to Toomelah Public School for 
interactive learning linking history 
and art.  A final video which compiles 
student responses was sent to all 
five schools, and is up on the ANW 
website. (Supported by Australian 
Government through Anzac 
Centenary Funds).

ARTS AND DISABILITY
BUILDING A SUSTAINABLE NETWORK FOR 
ARTS AND DISABILITY IN THE REGION

ArtsEn  ble

Sprung Integrated Dance Theatre 
from the Northern Rivers of NSW 
presented “Play” at NERAM on 13 
August.  Dancers Sinead Skorka 
Brennan and Tara Coughlan and 
Artistic Director Michael Hennessy 
worked with local actors from the 
Saturday Magic Theatre Troupe, 
local high school students, Ascent 
Group staff and other community 
members through a series of dance 
and theatre activites resulting in 
a showing of the days work in the 
afternoon. Participants had a fantastic 
day learning new skills, making new 
friends and creating an exciting 
collaborative theatre piece.

Sprung!! provides dance and 
theatre workshops for persons with 
disability, with a focus on integrated 
dance, dance and physical theatre 
training, collaborative and disability-
led process, and developing 
dance theatre works that inspire 
mainstream audiences and promote 
a more inclusive society.


